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Living Generously 

 What do you want from faith?  In the book Shopping for Faith, a young 
accountant named Tom is interviewed, and this is what he had to say: "If all the 
gospel of Jesus Christ is going to do is change my Sunday schedule, then I’m not interested," 
he said. "I want something that is going to change my finances, the way I work, the way I 
keep my house, and the way I fix my yard." 

 In the Bible, in the first letter to Timothy, Timothy, a younger man 
devoted to the Gospel, is advised that “there is great gain in godliness combined 
with contentment” (1 Timothy 6:6) – and then he is told that the main obstacle to 
contentment is the love of money. 

 The language that is used in 1 Timothy may sound too harsh: “Those who 
want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful 
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction” (1 Timothy 6:9).  Ruin?  
Destruction?  You may be thinking: “Okay, that may describe someone like Bernie 
Madoff, but how does that apply to me?” 

 The answer is that some of the “senseless and harmful desires” we have 
don’t actually seem senseless and harmful.  You may ask: is it wrong to want to 
provide security for my family? Is it wrong to want to leave an inheritance to my 
children?  On its face, no.  But sometimes we need to dig a little deeper to discover 
whether what we’re doing is actually effective. 

It is natural to want security, but we cannot attain security through human 
institutions.  The only true source of security is Jesus Christ.  The only inheritance 
that matters is faith in the Gospel.  We can only experience the peace and security 
offered by Jesus to the extent that we acknowledge this reality and live into it by 
reordering our priorities.  Only when we understand that everything in our lives – 
every day we are given, everything we own – is a gift from God, and we conform 
our lives to that understanding, can we experience the life that is truly life. 

 If you examined the hard facts about your life – if you looked objectively at 
the way you schedule your time and the way you spend your money – would those  
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facts reflect a life that was truly centered around God?  Family?  Friends?  If faith 
hasn’t yet truly changed your life, perhaps it is because you haven’t let faith 
change your life.  When we allow the lesser things to occupy our priorities, we 
deny ourselves the chance to live the life God wants us to enjoy. 

Over the five-week period from the first week of May to the first week of 
June, we will be running an exciting program called Living Generously.  Living 
Generously encompasses both the Sunday worship and midweek small group 
gatherings.  The idea is for each one of us to seriously think about what it 
means to “reimagine generosity.” 

 So now I am doing what I haven’t done too often.  I am personally 
asking every single one of you to commit to full participation in this.  What 
does “full participation” mean?  It means attending Sunday worship from May 4 
through June 1 either at 11:00 am or 5:30 p.m.  It then means finding a small 
group gathering that is convenient for you.  I understand that not everyone can 
attend every week.  But I am asking that you take a first step of doing your best 
to reprioritize your life for five weeks to attend as much as you can.  You will be 
provided with a list of the hosts for the small group gatherings.   

 “But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness.  Fight the good fight of the faith; 
take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made 
the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” (1 Timothy 6:11-12) 

Peace and blessings, 
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From the Choir Room 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS contemporary worship on Sunday evenings 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band led by Jane 
Kelly Williams and the same great message as Sunday morning (with media).  It’s a 
great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!  
 

KUDOS 
The Chancel Choir puts in many hours of rehearsal and preparation in order to 
bring you the beautiful music they regularly sing. This year’s Holy Week services 
would not have been as meaningful without the wonderful contribution made by 
these dedicated volunteers. There are still eight weeks remaining in the Choir sea-
son, and anyone who would like to join us for the remainder of the season is most welcome. There is no  
audition to join the choir. They meet each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. to rehearse in the Choir Room. 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available  
on our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our  
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC  
by joining our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of 
Englewood), follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 

THANKS! 
The services on Easter were made even more beautiful by the presence of our fine brass quartet and timpani.  
I am so grateful to the many people whose contributions made it possible for us to put our best foot forward for 
the many visitors who attended.  The list published in the bulletin was inadvertently incomplete. Our special 
thanks go to: 
 
    Jill and Andy Bello    Laura Peluso   
    Andrea Berger     Laura and Richard Perry 
    Peter and Betsy Buchner   Robert and Barbara Ryder 
    Frank Denbow and Yvonne Crichton  Audrey and Sten Svensson 
    Linsy and Ursula Farris   Abbie Todd-Singer 
    Judith Finnegan    Alan and Bea Van Poznak  
    The Family of Laurie Knott   

THE BERGEN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA  
The Bergen Symphony Orchestra will perform in our sanctuary on Saturday, May 17 
at 7:30 p.m.,  The program will include Beethoven's First Piano Concerto and works 
by Nielsen and Sibelius. Tickets are available at the door. Reduced price tickets for 
$15 are available in the church office or at Coffee & Conversation. 
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“MY GIFT OF GRATITUDE”  
“My Gift of Gratitude” offering on Palm Sunday from the children and youth totaled $156.46 to 
share with homeless and hungry, and to help children go to school through One Great Hour of 
Sharing. Thank you to the children, youth and their parents! 
 

PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST thanks to Rev. Hong, Alan  
Aluska, Bob Kahn, Carol Schulzrinne, and Mercedes Zuluaga was enjoyed by about 60  
people who then processed with the eco-palms for the 11 a.m. Service when the Sunday 
School Singers sang out their song, “Hosanna! Hosanna!” with Cyndi Kumor directing. 

 

THE EASTER TREASURE & EGG HUNT was enjoyed by about 65 people who 
decorated bags, did some Scribble Art thanks to Brandi, looked for the Easter Egg Treasures so 
Rev. Hong could tell our faith story, and then hunted for all those eggs hidden on the playground 
by Emily Kahn, Elliott Lee, Harrison Picallo, Jeff Spady, Yvonne Crichton, and Carol Schulzrinne! 
We topped off the event with a pizza lunch! 
 

 

A MINI-CROP WALK FOR HUNGER will happen on Sunday, May 4, during  
class-time when the children and youth are invited to sponsor their Teachers and together they 
will walk around the building as they remember why we walk for those who need to walk for food, 
water, and shelter. 

 

2ND SUNDAY FAMILY GATHERING  
2nd Sunday Family Gathering with Young Children meets at 12:15 p.m. on May 11, for a special 

Mother’s Day Story, song and craft in the East Room while parents connect 
and enjoy a special time together. 

 

OUR COLLEGE GRADUATES will be honored and celebrated on Sunday, May 25, 
hosted by some of the graduate families. 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
The Youth Group with Chair, Katie Bigler, met on April 27, packed those College Care 
boxes with Project Manager, Paloma Camacho,  will host the children’s table at the  
Deacon’s Spring Brunch on May 4, helped staff the Nursery on Easter, assist in some  
of the Sunday School classes, will work at the Giveaway, walk in the CROP Walk, see  

Godspell at Leonia High School on May 3 with Katie Bigler in the cast and Lauren Bigler on the stage crew, go to 
the Botanical Gardens on May 18, serve as Ushers and Lay Assistant on May 18, and participate in their Scripture 
Study classes. 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES  
Confirmation Class meets on Friday, May 9, at 6 p.m. Pray for Lauren Bigler, Paloma Camacho, 
Emily Kahn, Joshua Kahn, Lizzy Palo, Jack Smolen and Michael Smolen who are on this faith  
journey with Rev. Hong and their mentors, Yvonne Crichton, Linsy Farris, Linda Heitner, Ruth 
Levy, and Ken Stevens. Confirmation Sunday is June 8. The Confirmands are also engaged in  
mission and service to their church during these weeks.       
     - Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 

Children, Youth, & Family Connection 
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WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 
Wednesdays, May 7, 14, 21 and 28 

FPC hosts free children’s yoga every Wednesday in  
this drop-in time of play.  Featuring Adra from the popular We Play Yoga, Wonderful Wednesdays begins  
each playful yoga session with learning the Lord’s Prayer with our bodies.  Bring a friend and enjoy!  Email  
Pastor Kellie with any questions at kellie@englewoodpres.org. 

Come visit this FPC space that serves to stir the creative spirit! @FPC  

WE PLAY YOGA CHILDREN'S CLASSES BEGIN @THE ART LOFT! 
Parents, starting April 29th We Play Yoga will have a children's class for 3-6 year olds each Tuesday at 3:30pm. 
This weekly 45-minute children's yoga class is a great way to introduce age-appropriate poses for kids using  
imaginations to embody various animals and objects. Every week is a new adventure! The cost is $18 per child  
to drop in or $90 for a 6-week session. The Art Loft@FPC is our revitalized art space upstairs at FPC.    
 

PRESCHOOLERS IN THE ART LOFT@FPC  
Sign up now for the Spring Tuesday or Wednesday preschool sessions of 
“Organic Art” with Scribble Art at The Art Loft@FPC! Classes run at 9:15 or 10:15 a.m. All classes explore  
the arts perfectly suited to the creative interests of young learners. For more information visit 
www.englewoodpres.org under ‘Families’ and ‘The ArtLoft@FPC’ and join in the fun!   
 
 

FPC FAMILY CONNECTION DINNER & MOVIE  
DESPICABLE ME 2 
Friday, May 9. Drop-By Dinner at 6:30 p.m. and Movie at 7 p.m.  
 

Families, join us for a fun Friday night. Let the Church provide the pizza and a great 
movie. Younger kids can bring a pillow and relax on the Chapel rug. Older kids, join us 
for dinner and we have a movie in the East Room just for you!  

 
FPC FAMILY CONNECTION TRIP TO THE NEW YORK  
BOTANICAL GARDENS Sunday, May 18, 12:30 p.m. 
 

This fun trip is for all our FPC Families and members and a chance to enjoy Spring weather through the spec-
tacular gardens. And it’s surprisingly quick to get there! Sign up and join the group that gathers after Coffee and 
Conversation or plan to meet the group at the Botanical Gardens. Email Alison for more  
information at allison@alisonraffaele.com. 

 
FAMILY PICNIC: SAVE THE DATE  
Family Picnic and Barbecue at Pastor Rich’s on Saturday, June 21 from 12 – 2:00 p.m.  
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CENTER FOR DISCOVERY & DISCIPLESHIP 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday mornings, 10:00 a.m. in the East Room with child care 
 

We really encourage you to try the Sunday Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. in the 
East Room each week.  In this study we review the text that forms the basis of 
the sermon that day, illuminating issues of history, context, and translation 
that affect the interpretation of the story into a message for us.  You’ll 
understand more of the background that undergirds the sermon in a setting 
where you get to know some of your fellow worshippers better.    

 
FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Thursday, May 1, at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room  
 

Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong leads us as we continue a study and 
discussion of classic doctrines in Christian theology. 

MUSIC THEATRE CAMP 
 

MUSIC THEATRE CAMP will be offered again as a wonderful opportunity in August for 
3rd to 8th graders directed by Margot Bennett and other gifted young adults in the arts. 
Dates will be announced shortly.  
 

PRESCHOOL/KINDERGARTEN NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
 

First Presbyterian Preschool and Kindergarten is currently accepting applications for the 2014-
2015 school year. We offer half day & full day classes for children 2 1/2 yrs - Kindergarten. 

 Please contact Terry at 201.568.3042 or visit our website, www.fppkschool.com to learn 
more about our warm & nurturing cooperative school. 

News for the Congregation 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP 
 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP will also be offered in August for children of 3 ½ years  
to 7th graders. The “Workshop of Wonders: Imagine & Build with God” will be a  
discovery of how the ordinary becomes extraordinary with God and we’ll meet Rivet, 
our playful VBC puppet. Cyndi Kumor will direct our Camp along with many others. 
Dates will be announced shortly.  

May 2014 



 

First Press 

EAST BERGEN CROP WALK FOR HUNGER, MAY 4 AT 2 P.M.  
(Have you seen the display in the hallway, designed and created by Carol Cornell?) 
  

What is a CROP Hunger Walk?   
It is:  neighbors walking together to take a stand against hunger in our world.   
Different ages, faiths and backgrounds- together we raise awareness and funds  
for international relief and development as well as local hunger-fighting.    
Did you know?  Hunger is the world’s number one health risk.  We walk because  
they walk for food, for water and fuel. We walk because we want to end hunger  
globally and locally. 25 % of funds raised benefit our Center for Food Action. Last  
year we raised over $10,000 right here within Englewood with 8 churches! Be a part  
of something BIG on Sunday May 4 at 2 p.m. Kick-off in Elmore Hall. Pick up a Sponsor Form or Sponsor  
a Walker! There is a 6, 4, or 1 mile Walk!  Registration begins at 1:30 p.m.  

             

          - Want to help? See Carol Cornell, Coordinator for FPC  

COMMUNICATION: THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING  
BEHAVIORS ON SUNDAY, JUNE 8  

 Caring for a person with Dementia/Alzheimer’s disease may present challenges.   
   The ability to make sense of difficult behaviors can make your job as a caregiver easier and may  
   improve quality of life – for everyone involved.  Learn how to avoid unnecessary arguments and  
recognize the triggers which may result in aggressive or risky behaviors.  In addition, learn communication  
techniques to effectively respond to repetitive actions, recognition difficulties, and anxious or agitated feelings.  
The Deacons sponsor this presentation by Amy E. Matthews, Associate Director of Education & Training,  
Alzheimer’s Association of New Jersey, on Sunday, June 8 at 12:45 p.m. in the Chapel for the congregation.  

SPRING PARISH CONNECTION BRUNCH ON MAY 4 
Members and Friends of the congregation are cordially invited by the Deacons to a Spring 
Parish Connection Brunch on Sunday, May 4, after Worship. There will be a Visitor’s  
Table hosted by the Church Staff and also a Table for Children hosted by the Youth 
Group. Child Care is provided, too.  Ardis Cavin with her Antique Irish Harp will  
provide magical music for our gathering!  Join us for a time of friendship and hospitality. 

 

DEACONS SPONSOR BLOOD DRIVE ON MAY 4 
 

The annual Blood Drive by Community Blood Services is sponsored by the Deacons on  
Sunday, May 4, from 12 noon to 3:30 p.m. Appointments are every 15 minutes and you can  
schedule a time at the church to donate blood. Life Shared, Life Saved. 

SMILE… AMAZON SMILE 

If you shop at Amazon.com, did you know that you can now link your Amazon account to a  
favorite charity?  It’s a program called Amazon Smile, and you can link your purchases so that  
First Presbyterian Church of Englewood gets 0.5% of all eligible purchases.  Go to smile.amazon.com  
and enter First Presbyterian Church of Englewood as your charity.  That’s all it takes!  Happy shopping! 
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GIVEAWAY IS MAY 8, MAY 9, AND MAY 10 
 

Bring your Donations ONLY on Thursday, May 8, 3–8 p.m. or Friday, May 9,  
10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. to Elmore Hall in back of the building. Bring household goods, 
kitchen equipment, linens, bedding, towels, dishes, glassware, small electronics, baby 
furniture, hand tools, toys, children’s books, yarn, fabric, and clean, gently used 
seasonal clothes. All items need to be in good condition, clean and unstained.  We set 

up our own “Department Store” in Elmore Hall.   
Clients from about 18 partner agencies come on Saturday, May 10th and “shop” for what they need,  

assisted by volunteers who help direct “shoppers” to the proper “departments” and lend a hand with selection of 
items, loading of carts, and even translating information from one language to another, if need be.   

Volunteers are needed to organize and put items out on Thursday, May 8th from 3 - 5:30 p.m. and from  
5:30 - 8 p.m., and on Friday, May 9th from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. (in 2 hour shifts). On Saturday, May 10th, the day of  
the event, we need people to monitor the door and register clients as they enter, or help clients find what they need. 
Spanish speakers, we could really use your help!  If you have a preference for one duty over another, let us know and 
we'll do our best to accommodate you!  Don't forget: if you have any friends who would like to help out, even if only 
for an hour or two, please tell them to email us at FPCgiveaway@aol.com  

As always, we know we can count on you to make this year's Giveaway a great success! Thanks!      
        Elena Sepulveda and Charlene Niland - The Giveaway Gals 

                   

COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, May 15, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room 
 
Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you are  
a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s Caregivers’ 

Support Group.  COPE brings you both a wide array of educational programs, information about available 
resources, and supportive sharing led by Sheila Shur, LSW, who is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family 
Center. For additional information, contact Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward  
this invitation to others you know who are feeling the burden of caring for others. All are welcome.  Light 
refreshments will be served. 

MONTHLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  
Meets the first Tuesday of each month. Meeting Tuesday, May 6, 7:00—8:30 p.m. in the East Room.  
 

The FPC Grief Support Group is open to anyone in our FPC community or our wider  
neighborhood community who is grieving and experiencing the loss of someone meaningful to 
them. Grounded in our Christian faith, this monthly group will focus on a different topic each 
month.  Help us spread the word. Drop-ins welcome. For more information email Rev. Kellie 
Anderson-Picallo or check the FPC Web site.  

THURSDAY NIGHT ADULTS PLAY BASKETBALL  
From 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. in Elmore Hall, every Thursday in May EXCEPT May 8 when EH is  
turned into the Giveaway! 
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Other News 

HANDS ON FOR ADULT EXPLORATIONS & SINGLES CONNECTION!  
Plan on attending the Friday, May 16th, 7 p.m. gathering to create your own “Container Garden!” 

 

Tracey Fraser, Program Coordinator of the Ruth Rae Howell Family Garden in 
Children's Education at the New York Botanical Garden and a certified horticultural 
therapist, and active FPC member will be presenting.   

She will share why we study plants and why we believe it is important for people 
to understand and appreciate the role of plants in our lives and in the environment. 

Tracey will guide us in creating our own edible garden reinforcing the fact  
that plants give people pleasure; gardening is among the most popular hobbies in the 
United States. 

Refreshments will be served at this most enjoyable evening of “hands on.”  Please RSVP to Mibs  
Wagner, mibs_wagner@hotmail.com or leave word at the Church Office. 

OUTDOOR LABYRINTH  

The OUTDOOR LABYRINTH will be hosted by the Labyrinth Committee on Friday, May 16 
from 4 – 7 p.m. and again on Sunday, May 18, 12 noon to 4 p.m. outside behind Elmore Hall. 
Stop by for a cool drink, conversation, and a walk on the pathway marked by pavers. Come often 
during the nice weather to walk and pray in the out-of-doors. 

 

CHURCH CAMP JOHNSONBURG IS READY FOR YOU! 
There are Summer Church Camps for all ages: Half-Week & Full-Week Camps, Family Camp & 
Events, Small Group Camping, Challenge Camps by Choice, and Non-Competitive Camps! Camp 
J is a ministry of 7 New Jersey Presbyteries including ours with a mission to create a place apart where  
all people can experience God’s love in a welcoming Christian community! Brochures are available  
and ask for our $200 scholarship from your Christian Education Committee to help with summer 
camp registration. 
 

       ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING 
Thank you for your generous offerings on Palm Sunday! More donations are still coming in but  
so far, you have given $2,272.46 to help families caught in disasters to rebuild & restore lives,  
provide clean drinking water, partner through self-development of people to restore independence 

in their lives, and to extend a hand with our love for God and for neighbor as Christ taught us to do.        
                 - Carolyn Porte-Lieberman, Mission Committee          

BRING FOOD TO FIRST ON FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH: 
MAY 4 AND JUNE 1. 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

JUNE NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON TUESDAY, 
JUNE 17. 
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